
   INTRODUCTION: THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
 
Author: 
 *Matthew is the uncontested, eyewitness author of the Gospel, until the 18th century. 
 *Early Church maintained he was the author and one of twelve apostles (Mt 10:2-3). 
 *Was also called Levi the Son of Alphaeus (Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27). 
 *Was probably a Jewish scribe (writer and record keeper) before becoming a tax 
collector (Mt 9:9), who were collaborators with the Romans and considered traitors. He was 
employed by Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee. 
 *Held a ‘great feast’ for his friends and Jesus (Luke 5:29). 
 *Final cameo appearance in Scripture is at Pentecost in Acts 1:13. 
 *Martyred: Tradition holds either in Ethiopia or Persia. 
 
Date: 
 *Probably written before AD 70, when the Romans destroyed the city and Temple of 
Jerusalem, as he makes no mention of this pivotal event. (This was the conclusion of the 
Pontifical Biblical Commission of Pope Leo VIII in 1911). 
 
Audience: 
 *To fellow Jewish Christians in and around Palestine—(unlike Mark, who targeted a 
Roman audience). 
 *Matthew assumes his audience is intimately familiar with the Old Testament. 
 *Includes more than 100 references to the Old Testament—some of which are direct 
quotations, and others more subtle references. 
 *We need to listen to Matthew with Jewish lenses and ears. 
 
Purpose:  
 1. To portray Christ as the fulfillment of the Old Testament Scriptures; 
 2. To encourage Jewish believers that Jesus of Nazareth was indeed the true Messiah 
from God. 
 3. To establish the Church as the Kingdom of heaven on earth. 
 
Style: 
 *Points out how past events have enduring significance for the Church. 
 
Themes: 
 *Matthew emphasizes Jesus’ establishment of the New Covenant as the fulfillment of 
God’s covenant promises in salvation history: 
  -The Abrahamic Covenant: As the ‘Son of Abraham,’ Jesus fulfills God’s covenant 
oath to bless “all the nations of the earth” through Abrahams’s descendants (Gen 22:18). 
  -The Mosaic Covenant- Jesus is cast as the new Moses who ascends a new 
mountain to give the New Covenant Law in the Beatitudes (Mt 5:3-12). He perfects and 
intensifies the moral codes of the Old Law (Mt 5:17-48). Jesus is challenging us to an entirely 



new level of holiness! It is when immersed in the Church and the Holy Spirit that this living out 
of the Gospel in holiness becomes possible. 
  -The Davidic Covenant: Matthew most prominently features Jesus as the ‘Son of 
David’ (Mt 1:1), who fulfills God’s covenant oath to establish David’s empire forever (2 Sam 
7:12-13). The old kingdom of David and Solomon was an earthly prototype awaiting perfection 
in the kingdom of heaven. It is now Christ who rules ‘at the right hand of Power” (Mt 26:64) and 
who transforms the old kingdom in a new and spiritual way. 
 *Matthew presents the Church as the kingdom of heaven on earth. 
  
 
How Matthew fits in with the rest of the New Testament: 
 *The 4 Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John) comprise 85% of the New Testament. 
 *At 28 chapters, Matthew makes up 1/8th of the New Testament. 
 *Matthew serves as a bridge between the Old and New Testaments. 
 *Matthew  stresses the continuity (similarity) of the Old and New Testaments, with 
Jesus’ words and deeds fulfilling many Old Testament prophecies. 
 *Jesus is presented as the King introducing a new Kingdom. 
 *Starts with a genealogy because the ancient Jews were waiting for a king with the right 
genealogy. After two failed dynasties (the Maccabees and the Herodians) of kings with wrong 
family lines, Jews would have been very interested in someone who could prove his descent 
from the right man: King David. 
 *Of all four Gospels, only Matthew mentions the “church” (Mt 16:18; 18:17). He is 
particularly concerned to preserve Jesus’ teaching on the government of the Church. As the 
reigning Davidic king and Temple builder, it is Jesus himself who guarantees the Church’s 
stability throughout history (Mt 16:18). 
 
Structure of Matthew: 
 *Matthew likes to organize Jesus’ teachings by topic. Five long sermons by Jesus, each 
on a separate topic, make up the backbone of his gospel: 
  -The Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5-7) 
  -The Mission Sermon (Mt 10) 
  -The Parables of the Kingdom Sermon (Mt 13) 
  -The Mercy Sermon (Mt 18) 
  -The End Times Sermon (Mt 24-25) 
 *Matthew “glues” these five long sermons together with narration about Jesus’ travels, 
miracles, and other deeds. 
 *These five main sections or “books” include a “narrative section” and a “discourse” 
section that are sandwiched between the Prologue (Infancy narratives) and Conclusion 
(passion, death, and resurrection of Christ). 
 
 
    HOW CATHOLIC READ THE BIBLE 
Two Senses of Scripture: 
 (1) Literal Sense 



 (2) Spiritual Sense 
  -Allegorical: How does it relate to Christ? 
  -Moral- How does it relate to my conduct? 
  -Anagogical- How does this relate to the future? 
 
Interpreting Scripture as a Catholic (CCC 112-114) 
 *Context and unity of the whole 
  “Different as the books which comprise it may be, Scripture is unity by reason of 
the unity of God’s plans, of which Christ Jesus is the center and heart” (CCC 112). 
 This is in stark contrast to the Protestant interpretation, which maintains that Scripture 
can interpret itself.  
 
 *Living Tradition of the Church 
  “Sacred Scripture is written principally in the Church’s heart rather than in 
documents and records…It is the Holy Spirit who gives her the spiritual interpretation” (CCC 
113). We read the Bible within the living tradition of the Church. 
 
 *Analogy of Faith- coherence of truths 
  “By ‘analogy of faith’ we mean the coherence of the truths of faith among 
themselves and within the whole plan of Revelation” (CCC 115). A Scripture cannot be contrary 
to Church Truth or vice versa. 
 
Application of Scripture: 
 *The end purpose of Bible Study is not to just “know” about Jesus but to “know” Him—
and to put into practice His teachings and example. 
 *Jesus desires to: (1) save us from sin;  
         (2) invite us to invite others into His kingdom;  
                     (3) enfold us in His very life/ the life of the Trinity. 
 *We are to “be doers of the Word” (James 1:22-24) and not hearers only! (Therefore, 
we are involved with ministry in Zambia—and emphasize life application in every lesson). 
 *Psalm 1:1-3—If we mediate on His Word intentionally and frequently, we shall be 
happy/ ‘blessed.’  
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